PALMER AND  COMPANY.                            167

Mr. William Palmer was the first British subject who
entered the Mzain's force; he soon rose to the position of
Brigadier, and proved his daring and talent in some mill-
tary engagements* With all the partisanship that may
be charged to the able and accomplished biographer of
Lord Metcalfe, I may quote even what is thought to be his
reluctant testimony to the character of Mr. Palmer, when
he says to " good courage and excellent abilities " he has
the credit of having " rendered considerable service to
the State by supplying, when at a distance from Hyder-
abad, information to the British Eesident (Captain Syden-
harn) relative to the outlying districts and the neigh-
bouring native states; and he was sometimes employed
to negotiate with the rebellious subjects of the Mzain." *
Palmer was one of the officers who escaped, at the cruel
butchery, on the 12th February, 1818, by MoMput Earn, of
the Nizam's troops, to tell the tale of the cowardly con-
duct of the cavalry on the occasion, and to furnish the
materiel of the British Eesident's despatch to the Gover-
nor-General.

Palmer's life would seem to have been crowded with The firm
incidents even in this brief space of ten years. Whatever
the occasion, I find that in August 1810 he has retired
from the Nizam's service, is in one of the bungalows at
the British Eesidency, has established " the great mer-
cantile house," according to KAYE, of William Palmer and
Company, and is carrying on that business in the bungalow
aforesaid. The house then consisted of William Palmer,
his brother Hastings ; Bunketty Doss, a Hindoo soucar of
Guzerat; Samuel Eussell, and Willianx Currie. It is

* KATE'S Life of Metcalfe) i. 372.    Henry Burgh were those who, es-
Major Joseph Gordon was killed,    caped with Palmer,
and Captains Bridges, Poxman, and
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